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The Welsh Rhythm in Dylan Thomas’s work
Task 1

Say these lines by Gerard Manley Hopkins out loud, then mark the alliteration and/or rhyme. These are features of ‘cynghanedd’ in Welsh, which Hopkins loosely imitates and experiments with:

· The blood-gush blade-gash
· The down-dugged ground-hugged grey
· Warm-laid grave of a womb-life grey
· Hack and rack the growing green
· Christ’s lily and beast of the waste wood
Task 2

Say these lines by Dylan Thomas out loud. Now, mark the alliteration and rhyme.  Can you work out the pattern which is identical in each one?

· To the burn and turn of time 
· When the morning was walking over the war 
· Easy in the mercy of his means
· Though the town below lay leaved with October blood
Task 3

Say out loud these lines of Dylan’s work which involve alliteration only. Can you see a pattern?

· Though I sang in my chains like the sea
· The house that lies in the head 
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